Idiopathic fatty liver of pregnancy with a subsequent uncomplicated pregnancy and a progressive increase in serum cholinesterase activity during the third trimester. A case report.
We treated a patient with idiopathic fatty liver of pregnancy and a subsequent uncomplicated pregnancy. She experienced general fatigue, nausea, vomiting and jaundice, and renal failure occurred in the third trimester of her first pregnancy. Liver biopsy revealed swollen hepatocytes with microvesicular changes in the cytoplasm. A diagnosis of idiopathic fatty liver of pregnancy was made. Following delivery of a dead fetus, she recovered completely and was discharged on the 30th hospital day. Eighteen months later, she became pregnant again and was delivered of a healthy male baby in the 39th week of gestation. Total bilirubin and transaminase levels were normal, and renal function tests revealed no significant changes during the course of the pregnancy. However, cholinesterase activity increased progressively from the 7th month, thereby suggesting a predisposition to idiopathic fatty liver of pregnancy.